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WHY CARE ABOUT A SWAMP? IT’S FRESH WATER 
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consequences for nature and the 
region's economy. 


In 1974, Congress created Big Cypress 
National Preserve to protect the fresh 
water's natural flow from the swamp 
into the Everglades and Ten Thousand 
Islands. (See the water-flow diagram 
on the map.) In the Preserve, fresh 
water feeds a mosaic of five distinct 
habitats in its 729,000 acres and is vital 
to the health of southwest Florida’s 
estuaries and the Gulf of Mexico. 


After the Tamiami Trail was finished in 
1928, South Florida saw its first real 
estate boom. Between the creation of 
Everglades National Park in 1947 and 
the late 1960s, the Big Cypress Swamp 
faced many threats. In 1968, construc- 
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astated the natural flow of fresh water 
through the Big Cypress Swamp. 


Ultimately, a diverse coalition including 
conservationists, hunters, private land 
oN Vi at=)e-w-lale me t=leallace)(om-laremivi(agey-101. <1: 
oxo) o) (=m nat-lat-le[=\emcem-ice) omtal-M(-14 ole) at 

ro (NV/=) fo) ol aat=lanme-lavemx-ca0l elem ol-laant-lalcvant 





Photo above: Cypress swamp, wet season (summer). 
En la creacion de la Reserva, el Congreso honra de las costumbres. 
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A Complete Ecosystem 


Un Ecosistema Completo 


The Preserve is the heart of the Florida pan- 
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Big Cypress Swamp forms a 
complete ecosystem. 
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kilometros 
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Si podemos salvar el habitat suficiente 
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To protect the swamp, the freshwater 
ii Co)tVAm- lave com ale)avelmaucicelit-lamucy--me) 
those who worked together to protect 
the area, Congress created a new type 
of parkland, a national preserve. To- 
day, activities such as oil and gas ex- 
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road vehicle use, private land owner- 
ship as well as customary and tradi- 
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sukee peoples continue. 


The Preserve is here for you to explore. People with 
deep connections who worked to create the Preserve 
still live here. Respect private property; do not trespass. 


Big Cypress is a mosaic of prairies 
and tree islands (above). The ghost 
orchid (left) is one of over 30 native 
species in the region. 
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FIVE MAIN HABITATS INCREASE DIVERSITY 


Unlike Everglades’ vast sea of grass, 
Big Cypress has five main habitats. 
Seen from above, they form a mosaic. 
A habitat has distinctive soils, plants, 
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how long surface water stays on it. 
Water links these habitats as it flows 
toward the Gulf of Mexico. 


A diferencia de mar Everglades may- 
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Prairies. 
Praderas. 
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:POR QUE PREOCUPARSE UN ‘PANTANO? ES DE AGUA DULCE 
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para crear la Reserva aun viven aqui. 
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Spanish of: Big Cypress is a mosaic 
of prairies and tree islands (above). 
Ghost orchid (left), one of over 30 
native species in the region. 






© NEW CREDIT 
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de la Reserva de 729,000 acres de cinco 
habitats. 


La construccion de la Tamiami Trail, la 
carretera se completo en 1928, provoco 
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raices en el sur de Florida. Entre el esta- 
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parque nacional en 1947 y finales de 
1960, las muchas amenazas a la Big Cy- 
press Swamp llevo conservacionistas, 
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jar juntos para proteger a Big Cypress 
Swamp. 
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Seis usos tradicionales de la zona estu- 
vieron representadas por la intencion 
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Aerial photo above: Cypress and pines mosaic, dry season (winter). 
En la creacion de la Reserva, el Congreso honra de las costumbres. 
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Top; middle: Hunters today; swamp buggy about 1950. 

Alta y media: Los cazadores de hoy; con swamp buggy, 1950. 
Bottom: Oil and gas exploration, begun in the 1940s, contin- 
ues today. Abajo: Las casas privadas existen en la Reserva. 
More space for Spanish translation will be needed here. 


HUNTERS AND BUILDING: ELAM STOLTZFUS, LIVE OAK PRODUCTION GROUP 
POSTCARD COURTESY OF TOM AND RICHARD DIXON COLLECTION 
OIL RIG: NPS 


In creating the Preserve, Congress 
honored the customs and occupancy 
of the Miccosukee and Seminole peo- 
ples. Villages exist in the Preserve 
today as they have for generations. 


En la creacion de la Reserva, el Con- 
greso honra de las costumbres y la 
ocupacion de los pueblos Miccosukee 
y Seminole. Aldeas existentes en la 
Reserva y que por generaciones. 
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Estuaries. 
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Cypress swamps. 
Pantanos de cipreses. 











